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The Requirements for Social Research
Development in Light of Vision 2030:
A Study Applied on the Faculty Members of King
Saud University’s Social Studies Department

Abstract:

The aim of this study is to identify the requirements to advance social research
(SR) in light of the Saudi Vision 2030. This study was conducted through identifying
the main objectives the faculty has for conducting SR, and any incentives that inspire
them to conduct such research and publish it. Also, establishing how the Social Studies
Department (SSD) can support faculty and researchers leading to further development,
as well as the department’s role in achieving the Vision through investing in SR, and any
challenges they may face. Finally, identification of the proposed future requirements to
support the role of the SSD in relation to SR to achieve the Kingdom’s Vision.

This is a quantitative and qualitative descriptive study. Through the use of a
survey with (44) participants from the SSD faculty at King Saud University, with a
focus group containing (7) participants, the results mainly show that the general aim
of the faculty in conducting SR was to become further specialized in the field of social
studies, further advance in academics,and get promoted to higher positions.

Incentives that encourage faculty to conduct research includethe establishment
of policies that protect academic property and copyrights, as well as a need to
facilitate administrative processes for faculty and researchers to collaborate with other
universities and having the university handle all financial costs in publication from

international journals (ISI). As for the requirements to advance in SR, the results show
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that it is important to establish clear policies for the supported research projects, and the
development of a research strategy that agrees with the Vision’s goals, in addition to the
establishment of a consultation services center in the SSD. As for the support methods
that the SSD can implement, they can do so by providing databases that can prove

useful, as well as providing translated copies of books in the field of social sciences.

Keywords:

Requirements, Social Research, Teaching Staff,Saudi Arabia Vision 2030 Social

Studies, king Saud University.
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